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Worship Service Sunday 10:30 a.m. 
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NOTES FROM OUR PASTOR: 

Greetings to my Denmark Manor Family! 

When I sat down to gather these words, as I looked at the calendar, I found myself 

shocked that it is November. Wow!  It just seems unbelievable to me that it is November! 

The month of November for most of us brings to the forefront the holiday of Thanksgiv-

ing. For me, Thanksgiving is one of my favorite holidays. The name of the holiday itself 

fills me with a nostalgic feeling; one that feels genuine and good.  

I suppose I feel that way for many reasons. Thanksgiving marks the beginning of a big  

holiday season. It is a time when festive occasions are planned with distant family, and a 

time when friends make plans to see one another and share in celebrations and happy 

gatherings! One might say that the holidays bring us a time of joy! 

 Feeling nostalgic and joyful is a very pleasant experience which we often equate with 

celebrating the holidays, and there’s nothing wrong with that. Sharing special time with 

loved ones and friends should feel that way! (cont’d. pg. 2) 
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     (cont’d. from pg. 1) 

Some of my fondest memories stem from sitting around the Thanksgiving meal table, a table that is packed with an 

abundance of food and people.  I recall experiencing the inner emotions that evolved from the dynamics of the event 

and the presence of loved ones. Those emotions sparked feelings of love and thankfulness.  

As I sit and reflect upon some of these joyful times, it makes me wonder about something. Why does it take a holiday 

to spark these special feelings? Again, nothing against holiday celebrations, in fact, I love them! But, do we not 

experience joys and blessings in almost all the days of our lives? Does God not bless us with abundance in every one 

of those days? The sun rises, the sun sets. The wind blows. The water flows. The beauty of creation. The means of 

survival. The miracle in birth. The miracle in death. The love of one another. The support of one another. The Grace of 

God. The presence of our Lord and Savior. These things in themselves should evoke the greatest of thankful emotions 

that are possible! 

I am not being critical, and I am as guilty as anyone. I don’t count my Blessings as I should either. It is very easy for us 

to be distracted, and let’s face it, we take many of God’s-given Blessings for granted. As we enter into this 

Thanksgiving season, maybe we should try and offer more thanks and giving to God as well. Who knows, if we can do 

that correctly, maybe we can learn to share Thanksgiving all year long! I wish you joy and happiness. Happy 

Thanksgiving to all! 

In the love of Christ, Pastor Don  

 

 

 

Advent begins on Sunday, November, 28. There will be special Advent readings and candle lightings 

on each of the Sundays leading up to the birth of the Christ Child. Each week a different family will do 

a special reading and light the candles on the Advent wreath. If you and your family would like to 

participate in these readings, please see Pastor Don.   

The Christmas Eve Service will be held on Friday, December 24, 2021 at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary. 
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 A new Bible study is coming to Denmark 

Manor soon. This will be led by Pastor Don. 

The subject is: 

 “Making Sense of the Bible” 

Details will be coming soon.  

There is a sign-up sheet on the back table in the 

sanctuary. 

We now have a new Railroad at  

Denmark Manor. 

Construction on the Denmark Manor UCC 

Railroad is about to begin!  We are now 

calling everyone to get “All Aboard”! The 

new ministry outreach that will bring our 

church families closer together while 

learning about God’s word. There will be 

train tracks, platforms and  tiny cities to 

build.  There will also be railcars and 

background design to be painted. This is 

held on Saturday mornings from 10 a.m. 

till noon. If you have kids, grandkids, or 

just want to do it as a single or couple, this 

will be the fall “holiday project”.  

If you have any questions about this, and 

would like your family to be a part, you can 

ask Pastor Don or contact the church office 

at  724-744-4218. 

 

 

E Giving: 

 If you would like to give your weekly offering      

electronically, we can help with that! It is a  

service from Vanco, and is being used by several 

members of the congregation to easily donate 

your offerings electronically. 

Vanco also has a new feature in the online and 

mobile giving tools. Members can now fill out a 

“text field” with their donation, creating a 

personal connection with each gift. 

Text fields let people who make a donation 

include a note along with it, such as dedicating 

altar flowers or a donating in memory of a loved 

one. 

Please contact the church office if you are 

interested in using this service, or you can log 

onto MyVanco.com to find out more. 

 

Our Help Fund is available to assist those 

who are having financial difficulties, and 

has helped many over the years. If you, or 

a loved one, are in a difficult spot, please 

reach out to Pastor Don to receive help. All 

is kept strictly confidential. 

Denmark Manor’s Women’s Fellowship is sell-

ing various Rada knives (see Doris Walk, Joni 

Mattei or Debi McIlvaine for styles and prices. 

Rada serving spoons for $4.50, and dishcloths 

for $2.00 are also available. The Women’s Fel-

lowship purchases the Upper Room Devotion-

als, which are available to everyone. They are 

found in the rear of the sanctuary. The Wom-

en’s Fellowship meets from time to time after 

church service. All women of our church are 

welcome to attend these meetings. 
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 2021…….The gutters have been replaced, as there was rotting wood along the roofline.  

The electrical panel is installed and completed in the classroom area.  Fellowship Hall is 

now air conditioned, and electronic equipment has been acquired, which will make it 

wonderful for special services, events and dinners. There have been several workdays at 

the church to clean up outside, lay new mulch, pick weeds, and clean the pavilion and 

Fellowship Hall. The Trustees have made repairs on inside and outside lighting and 

emergency lights. There are sound partitions in Fellowship Hall now to enhance the 

acoustics of the room. So many good things happening, and more to come in 2022! 

 

There was a special Veterans Day service on Sunday, November 14, 2021 to 

commemorate and honor all Veterans. 

Sunday, November 21, 2021 will be a special Thanksgiving Service.  

Sunday, November 28, 2021 begins the season of Advent. Each Sunday in Advent there 

will be readings to reflect on and lighting of the Advent candles.   

The Poinsettia price list is available in the church office or back table in the sanctuary. The 

orders are due by Sunday, December 5, 2021. The greenhouse has grown a much smaller 

crop this year, and selections may be affected. 

     

      Blessing of the Animals 2021 

 

There was a wonderful turnout this year for the 

event. There were 12 dogs, 3 cats, 1 bearded 

dragon, (which made friends with Pastor Don), 

and 1 cow! It was a fun, fur-filled event! A big 

Thank You to all who helped and participated. 
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If you have an address or life change, please let 
the office know so it can be updated in our 
records.  There is also an Online Church 
Directory (InstantChurchDirectory.com) that has 
the current contact information for everyone in 
the congregation. If you have not had your 
picture taken for the directory and would like to 
have it put in, please contact Allen or Joni 
Mattei. 

  New event coming to Denmark Manor: 

Denmark Manor UCC received a grant from Penn West 
Conference in 2020. This enabled the church to do the 
repair work on the gutters, which needed done very 
badly due to water damage. Also included in the grant 
was a sum to purchase Cornhole boards, to be used by 
groups such as teens from the community and other 
churches to have competitions here. 

Hopefully, this will become a wonderful community 
outreach program, creating fun and fellowship 
between sister churches, youth groups, and some 
friendly competitions! 

If you are not able to attend church, the services will soon be live-
streamed each Sunday. The new equipment to make it possible to 
do this will be installed in time for Advent Services. There will be 

further information coming on this new way to attend the services 
soon. 

   Like us on Facebook at:  

Denmark Manor United Church of Christ 

 
Congratulations to:  
 
Staff Sgt. Valerie 
Graw  was named as 
one of the 12 
Outstanding Airmen 
of the Year! 
Graw, a client 
systems supervisor 
assigned to the  
386th Expeditionary 
Communications 
Squadron, deployed 
from the 88th Air 
Base Wing.  
Thank you for your 
hard work!  
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Please remember our Shut-ins: 

Here is a list of folks who would love to have 
your prayers, cards and letters.  

         Call the church office for addresses or 
look on the bulletin board. 

               Marian Comfry 

Please keep the family of Elma McKee 

in your prayers.   

If you have a prayer request, you may contact Joyfa 
Kelly, Gerry Hartung or Cathy in the church office. The 
prayer chain regularly lifts up those in need of prayer. 
You may fill out a form at church, or call the office if 
you would like someone put on the pray-
er chain. They will remain on the list for 
90 days unless we are asked to keep 
them on. 

 Electronic Sign campaign for 2022 ! 

This past April was the kickoff to raise funds to purchase a new electronic sign to replace the 

one by the road.  The existing sign is outdated and difficult to use. Along with that, there is a 

need for volunteers to change the sign weekly, 

and the letters have become faded and brittle. 

Because of this, Consistory had decided to start 

a campaign to raise the money to replace it with 

a modern, electronic version.  There is  a 

‘thermometer poster” in the  sanctuary to gauge 

the growth of this fund. This fund has been 

started with a grant from PWC for $500.00, and 

an additional donation of $3,000.00. If you 

would like to contribute to this, please mark 

your check with “New Sign”  marked in the 

memo section. The total amounts raised keep growing and will be marked on the sign as it 

grows!            Total to date: $15,097.00 !!! 

 

Penn Township Police Meet and Greet 

Meet your local police department and learn about how they serve and protect the community. 
This will be held on November 18 and 19, 2021, from 6 p.m.—9 p.m.at Community Church at 
3487 Rt. 130, Irwin, PA 

There will be a K-9 Demo, a public safety awareness portion, a crash reconstruction, and general 
Q & A. This event is free, but you must register in advance.  

You may register with Sgt. Joe Lewis. His email is jlewis@penntwp.org    
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Our current Consistory members:  Scott Hartung, President, Robin Brautigam, Pastor Don    

Watkins, Renee Hartung, Trude Hayes, Joni Mattei, Allen Mattei, Dave Conner, Mark Brautigam, Steve 

Cherep, Cathy Higgins, recording secretary. 

Our  Consistory meetings are on the first Monday of the month. Anyone may attend should 
they have something to discuss with Consistory. 

Our current Worship Planning Team members: Renee Hartung, meeting facilitator, Pastor 

Don Watkins, Joni Mattei, Robin Brautigam,  Myrt Driscoll, Cammy Young, Margie  Voytek,  Don McIlvaine, 
Trude Hayes,  Cathy Higgins, recording secretary.  

 
************************************************************************************* 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

************************************************************************************** 

All are invited to Symphony East’s “Sounds of Joy”, annual party and fundraiser at the 

Lamplighter Restaurant, Grand Ballroom, Monday, December 6 from 10:30 a.m., 

featuring Rick Mansfield Band. Go to www.symphonyeast.org for reservation forms. 

Deadline is November 22. 

Choice of chicken breast or roast beef @ $25.00 per meal. 

Lunch, live music, and gift baskets to auction!   

 

 

Summer Feeding Program 2021, was a huge success! 

Denmark Manor is now the sponsor for a Summer Food Service Program, which 
helps to keep PA children fed throughout the summer months. This is the time 
when some children do not get enough to eat, as they are not in school. There were 
three feeding sites for this summer.  One was at First UCC in Irwin and the second 
was at First Reformed UCC in Greensburg. The third site was at Hawksworth Apart-
ments in Greensburg. It is growing fast! If you have a desire to volunteer to help 
next year, please contact the office or Pastor Don. 


