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VOLUME 15, ISSUE 1 

Our Church Family News 

Front Cover 

     

Child Abuse Awareness Requirements and Workshop  

for Mandated Reporters and Volunteers 
 

We want to thank our volunteers who so lovingly work with our chil-

dren and youth.  Through the generous time and experience of Jerry 

Sopko, we are encouraging you to participate in the opportunity on the  

next page.  All volunteers must obtain two clearances and sign an affidavit 

in order to work with our children under the age of 18.  If you need help 

with this, or the internet links to access the clearances, speak with Pastor 

Meredith.  She also has the affidavit to be signed which will be distributed 

at the workshop.  The Christian Education Committee will pay for your 

clearances.  

 

The cost for each volunteer is a total of $20 ($10 for each clearance).  We 

SO appreciate those who have already applied for their clearances.  The 

deadline is July 1 and all clearances (original copies) must be on file in the 

church office.  We realize that this is an inconvenience for many, but this is 

part of our ongoing stewardship of the members of the congregation.  

Clearances as well as training not only protect our children, they protect 

paid staff and volunteers. 

 

If you know of someone who volunteers with children at another church, 

they are more than welcome to participate in this workshop.  Please have 

them contact the church office. 

Remembering 

Our Past,  

Envisioning  

Our Future  

continued on page 2 
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          Welcome 

         to our  

           Worship.  

Denmark Manor is part of 

the United Church of Christ 

in which congregations 

make the decisions about 

the operation and faith 

stance of the Church.  

We believe in freedom of 

conscience, and do not tell 

others what doctrine they 

must accept. We affirm the 

work of the Trinity, the 

authority of the Bible and 

that God is still speaking in 

this world.  e 

 

Saturday  

Morning  

Bible Study 

We meet at the Murrys-

ville Panera at 9:00AM.  

We can always find a way 

to squeeze in a new mem-

ber.  Right now we have a 

group of 6-7.  Letôs add to 

our numbers.   

No previous Biblical 

knowledge required and 

while we read the scrip-

tures out loud, everyone is 

entitled to ñpassò and let 

someone else read.  We   

are studying the Book      

of Revelation.   e 
 

 

CHILD ABUSE AWARENESS  

WORKSHOP 
continued from Front Cover . . .  

      

According to KeepKidsSafe.PA.Gov, 23 pieces of legislation were recently 

enacted, changing how Pennsylvania responds to child abuse. These 

changes will significantly impact the reporting, investigation, assessment, 

prosecution and judicial handling of child abuse and neglect cases. 
      

The new laws will expand and further define mandatory reporters and the 

reporting process, increase penalties for those mandated to report suspected 

child abuse who fail to do so, and provide protections from employment 

discrimination for filing a good faith report of child abuse. 

      

The church is not exempt from these laws, and in fact as good stewards, 

both staff and volunteers should be acutely aware of the responsibilities 

that they have to report abuse and also to provide clearances to be kept on 

file by the churches.  July 1, 2015  is the deadline for obtaining clearances 

from the Commonwealth as well as the FBI.  

      

The three clearances required for mandated reporters are a Child Abuse 

History Clearance from the Pennsylvania ChildLine Verification Unit, 

Pennsylvania State Police Clearance and FBI Clearance including finger-

printing.  Volunteers are also required to get the first two clearances, but 

can sign a witnessed affidavit stating that they have not been convicted of 

sexual abuse or of child abuse according to the pertinent laws if they have 

lived in the Commonwealth 10 years or longer. 

      

In order to respond to the new laws and assist churches in living into these 

laws so that both staff and volunteers know their responsibilities,  Denmark 

Manor United Church of Christ at 2003 Denmark Manor Rd. in Export 

(Penn Township-Westmoreland County)  will hold a 2 hour workshop for 

staff and volunteers who work with children who are mandated reporters. 

The event will take place on June 18 from7:00-9:00PM.  The leader will be 

Jerry Sopko, who retired from Child Welfare in 2011 with 36 years of ex-

perience in the field and in his last years of employment worked as a trainer 

in child abuse prevention through the University of Pittsburgh. 
      

Clergy, lay ministers, religious educators or others who care for children in 

the church setting, no matter what their religious affiliation are invited to 

attend this workshop which is free and open to the public.   
      

All who wish to attend are asked to call the office at Denmark Manor 

UCC at 724-744-4218, or email the church, dmucc@windstream.net. 



From the Pastorôs Pen . . .  
 

Recently we had a discussion in Consistory about the banner/sign that sits on the  

front lawn of the church.  Over the winter the consistory had voted to replace it  

because it looks worn and dingy, and when I went to United Church Resources to  

purchase a new one, I got a price and shared it and got approval to make the  

purchase.  I waited until the nice weather (truthfully the note to order a new  

sign got buried on my desk beneath Lent and Easter tasks)  and when I finally got around to or-

dering the sign, found out that the banner was no longer in stock.  However, the lovely cus-

tomer service associate told me that the sign could be duplicated as a custom made banner by 

company who had permission to do so. Problem was, the custom banner cost an extra $100. 

 

The discussion about the banner/sign has been an interesting one.  Should we spend the extra 

$100 and also replace the backing on the banner, or should we take it down altogether?  We  

didnôt want to leave it as is because it really looks worn and dingy and we are anything but a 

worn and dingy congregation.   

 

The sign declares the statement that I make every Sunday as an introduction to worship, which 

is a quote from the United Church of Christ Still Speaking Identity Campaign,  ñNo matter who 

you are or where you are on lifeôs journey you are welcome.ò  Now, lots of churches have on 

their signboards the ñall are welcomeò, but do they really mean it?  Are persons of color wel-

come, or if the  congregation is an ethnic church, are persons of a different ethnicity welcome?  

Are people of a different economic strata welcome or are persons of differing sexual orienta-

tions welcome?  Are unmarried partners of the same or different genders welcome or are people 

who are divorced or never married welcome? 

 

I came into the UCC from another faith tradition as a young adult with a lot of questions about 

my faith and as a skeptic about the person of Jesus.  I went to that Church, St. Lukeôs UCC in 

Auburn, NY,  just to sing in the choir. I told them not to ask me to do anything else.  I was 

pretty snotty about it, yet they didnôt kick me out.  I was on a journey, probably different from 

many of the older people in that congregation, yet I felt overwhelmingly welcome, and it was 

that welcome that opened up my heart to hear Godôs voice call me to go to seminary. 

            continued on following page 
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From the Pastorôs Pen . . . continued 
      

No matter who you are-what you look like, what you smell like, how much money you have, 

your gender, personal preferences, perspective on life, problems or lack there-of, you are wel-

come. No matter where you are on lifeôs journey-your age, your faith perspective, the births 

youôve know or the losses that youôve had, your relationship with Jesus or lack there-of, you are 

welcome. 

 In our conversations about the sign, one of our elders brought out the fact that as a progres-

sive congregation, as witnesses of a faith that is not dogmatic but still rooted in the love of Christ, 

we hold a unique position in the community in which we dwell.  In our congregation, we do not 

require anyone to sign off on a particular issue of faith or politics.  We allow for diversity and in 

fact celebrate it.  That is significant. 

 Maybe itôs significant enough to spend the extra $100 to make the declaration that we try, 

sometimes successfully, to live into the proclamation that ñNo matter who you are or where you 

are on lifeôs journey, you are welcome.ò 

 I teach at the Penn West Academy, which is the place where licensed and commissioned 

ministers in our Penn West Conference are trained.  One of the assignments that I gave my class 

this past year was:  Look up Core Values on the UCC website.  The first paragraph lifts up the 

three distinct core values of the United Church of Christ.  In as many words as you need to use, 

address these and how these apply to you and the ministry that you are about right now.   

 The Core Values adopted by the United Church of Christ are, Godôs continuing testament, 

extending an extravagant welcome, and the many ways the UCC is changing lives. 

 We believe that God is still speaking to us and through us, which is the continuing testa-

ment given to us by Jesus who commanded us to be his witnesses. We believe  that our welcome 

is to be like that of the father of the Prodigal Son offering the fatted calf to those who come to us 

no matter where they are on lifeôs journey.  Finally, we believe that our mission is to make a dif-

ference in the lives of others as did Jesus and his followers-so much of a difference that we actu-

ally change their lives. 

 I believe that Denmark Manor lives out these Core Values, and perhaps the banner is a 

sign of our affirmation that we are unique in what we offer to this community and to the 

world.  

 

 

Pastor Meredith 

e 
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June 14: GRADUATION  

SUNDAY 
Calling all grads!  We will be recognizing our 

Graduates during our June 14 worship service.   

We celebrate the graduation of Elizabeth Miller. 

Please let us know if you have a graduate in your family by call-

ing 724-744-4218, or email to dmucc@windstream.net. 

 

We will celebrate Fathersô Day during worship 

on June 21. Worship begins at 10:00AM.  

June 28: Church Picnic  
     Donôt forget the Church Picnic on June 28, immediately fol-

lowing worship. There will be games, prizes and gift baskets.   

     This is a covered dish pot luck so please bring your special 

dish to share.  Please bring a friend and, even if you forget to 

bring something you are welcome to attend.  This event is spon-

sored by the Christian Education Committee.  If you can help 

with the event, please call the church office at 724-744-4218. 

     Anyone wanting to make gift basket(s) for prizes, or contri- 

bute items for prizes, please let Myrt Driscoll know. 

Elaine DiFranco for her help with 

the Easter Flowers. 

               

The Consistory ð for their con-

tinued wise leadership of the 

church.  Members are:  Robin 

Brautigam-President and Elder; 

Don McIlvaine-Vice President and 

Elder; Evelyn Valesky, Elder; 

Deacons-Joni Mattei, Trude 

Hayes,  Marcia Simons and Mau-

reen Dumbaugh; Trustees-Steve 

Cherep, Allen Mattei and Mike 

DiFranco.  

   

The Deacons for their work as 

stewards of our church finances. 

 

Thanks also to Scott Hartung, 

Chair of the Pastoral Relations 

Committee. Members are Scott, 

Robin Brautigam, Don McIlvaine, 

Evelyn Valesky, Bonnie Malovitz, 

Dave Conner and Bill Martin. 

    

OUR WEBSITE 
Carol Martin has developed our 

website for Denmark Manor,  

denmarkmanorchurch.org.   

You can visit the site anytime from 

anywhere to get updates, reading 

and downloads. 

e 

 The Upper Room 
The Womenôs Fellowship pro-

vides this wonderful Daily De-

votional Guide, available in 

the rear of the Sanctuary. 

A Word of 

Thanks to . . . 
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Denmark Manor United Church of Christ  

Applies for a Technology Grant 
 
As we work on being a truly welcoming church, our Christian Education Committee is applying for a technology 

Grant from a bequest given to the Penn West Conference.  Below and on the following pages is the Grant Pro-

posal.  We do not know if we will get the grant, but ask for your prayers as the Conferenceôs Mission Grant 

Team discerns the distribution of the monies that are available. 

_____ 

 

Enhancing Worship for Children and Youth through Technology 

 

The project to be funded is the purchase of 5 Kindles to be used by Kindergarten and 

preschoolers during the worship service.  Currently our young children go down to  

the nursery to play (unrelated to any faith formation program) after the childrenôs ser-

mon which falls toward the beginning of the worship service and they miss a good  

part of the service.  By having Christian based activities on an electronic devise, they 

can use the skills that most of them already have and learn the stories and concepts  

of their faith.  By staying in the worship service, even though they may not be actively 

engaged in parts of the worship, they are still exposed to the music, prayers and actions 

that take place during worship. And there are parts where they will be actively involved.  

Also, on Communion Sundays they will be able to stay for communion and receive it, as 

for several years we have had an open table that invites children and created a Commun-

ion Coloring Book that explains what Communion is about. 

 

The use of the Kindles will be coupled with a childrenôs church that will take place 20 

minutes prior to the worship service, where the children will be taught songs of the faith 

and where the elements of the worship service will be explained so that they can more fully participate.   

 

Since the children already are exposed to technology, we believe that this will be a wonderful blend of opportu-

nities as they are with their families and surrounded by the sacred space of the sanctuary. 

 

1. How will these funds, if awarded, build the body of Christ on behalf of the Penn West Conference and 

the United Church of Christ? 

 The United Church of Christ states clearly that one of the core values of our denomination is 

ñextravagant welcomeò.  We think about inclusion in the church, but often forget that the extravagant welcome 

needs to extend to our children.  By familiarizing the children with the sacred rituals of the church, we are not 

only addressing the needs of the church now, but in the future.                                           continued on following page 
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Denmark Manor United Church of Christ  

Applies for a Technology Grant  continued 
 
Even if our children grow up and leave the area, they will always have a spiritual foundation to turn to.  Also, 

with this opportunity, we will be reaching out to some of our inactive families who want something for their 

children, but also donôt realize that the parents need something themselves.  Bringing the children into worship 

not only brings parents, but involves extended family as well. 

 

Valerie Poole, one of the Penn West Conferenceôs Partners in Faith Formation came and spoke 

with our Christian Education Committee on May 10, 2015  and we were very much intrigued with 

the model that First Reformed UCC in Greensburg has developed. We had already been thinking 

of utilizing technology before Valerie came, but were very happy to hear how successfully First   

   Reformed has been in blending opportunities of personal participation with technology.  We hope  

   to utilize some parts of their model to minister in our own congregation. 

 

   2. What are the primary goals and objectives of this proposal? 

   The primary goal is to increase the involvement of our young children and families in the 

worship life of Denmark Manor United Church of Christ and involve the older youth in assisting in the 

faith formation of others, leading to their own spiritual growth. 

Our objectives are: 

¶ To expose our young children and their families to the entire worship service. 

¶ To provide a medium through which the children can be engaged educationally during the parts of the 

service that are more geared towards the adults. 

¶ To include our young children in BOTH sacraments of the church-Baptism and Holy Communion. 

¶ To tie together the faith formation of our children with the faith formation of their families and also our 

older youth. 

¶ To lead to greater involvement of children and youth in the participation of the whole body of Christ in 

the worship of God. 

¶ To familiarize all of our children and youth with Jesus and his life, ministry, cross and resurrection. 

¶ To become aware of the liturgical seasons and how we walk through the gospel during the church year. 

 

3. Identify the target population that will benefit or participate in this project and the approximate num-

ber of people who will be reached. 

Currently we have about 5 preschoolers and kindergarteners who at this point are not involved in our Sunday 

school program.  However, since this is not a ñdrop your kind off at Sunday School and leaveò program, we an-

ticipate that in addition to the children, at least 10 adults will receive the benefit of this program.  Beyond this,  

continued on following page 



Our Church History Book  

 We are nearing completion of our Church History Book, written by historian Sylvia Duncan. Proofing and 

editing is still being done, and we do not have pricing, however this heirloom edition may be considered a collecti-

ble, encompassing 200 years. If you would like to reserve copies, please talk with Sylvia or call 724-744-7257. 

      

¶  Please bring in your used printer cartridges. We recycle them through Staples and get store credit for each cartridge.  

¶  Pastor Meredith has received training in Child and Adult Interactions through the UCC Insurance Board and 

the University of Pittsburgh. She has also received a Certificate in Boundary Awareness through the Penn West 

Conference. 

¶  Our Beef Dinner on April 25 raised $4,000.00.  Thanks to all who helped in any way.  We had 127 take-out 

meals, the highest number ever.  We delivered 5 meals to homebound people. The Womenôs Fellowship made 

$614.50 on the bake sale. The Ham dinner is scheduled for October 17. 
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Denmark Manor United Church of Christ  

Applies for a Technology Grant  continued 
 

we have two confirmands coming up who will have responsibility for the Kindles and their distribution as part of 

their Confirmation duties and we have three high school students who can work on the technology part of the 

program. 

            4. Describe whether the impact will be felt in your congregation, community or region. 

Denmark Manor has experienced significant losses through death over the last three years and cer-

tainly, this program will help us to refocus from death to resurrection and restoration.  We know 

that the hay-day of the Sunday school is past and that the ñschool modelò is no longer appropriate 

for faith formation. We anticipate that this program will lead to a new approach towards spiritual  

   growth.  As far as the impact in Penn-Trafford, we are the only church that advertises boldly on  

   our front lawn, ñNo matter who you are or where you are on lifeôs journey . . .  

   YOU ARE WELCOME.ò 

   5. Share the timeline for your proposal. 

   If we receive the grant at the end of June,  2015 the Kindles can be obtained and software installed 

during the months of July and August, 2015.  During the month of August, the teachers who will be engaged in 

leading the childrenôs church will contact the parents during this month and launch the program on September 

13.   We will offer the childrenôs church from September 2015 through May 2016 but the Kindles will be avail-

able throughout the year.  We will do an assessment after May of 2016 with the input of the families and youth 

as well as the teachers, and make adjustments accordingly.  If the program goes well, we will extend it into the 

future and fund changes in technology ourselves as they become appropriately available. 

e 
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Camp Living Waters 2015  Events 

Kindergarten, First and Second Grade Camp July 12 -15, 2015 
Director: Janet Brumbaugh   
This camp allows younger children to experience being away from home, living in community and 

beginning friendships that will last a lifetime. Activities are designed to introduce campers to camp 

life with crafts, creative play and Bible studies that are easy to under-stand and practice. Campers 

will also have their first true taste of a campfire experience!  Grades Kñ2. $150 

 

Primary Camp July 19 -25, 2015  l Director: Tammie  Lasswell   
For many young children, three days just is not enough! This camp provides the same experience as 

the three-day camp, but allows them to grow throughout an entire week.  Grades 1ñ3. $250 

 

Third and Fourth Grade Camp  
Directors: Rev. Joseph and  Jennifer Hedden July 12 -18, 2015 
For the first time, campers stay in the meadow and experience camp life in the cabins! Campers 

will  love the chance to choose a bunk, whether top or bottom. This camp provides children with 

Bible  studies that not only cause them to think, but request that they participate as well. Games 

played in  the meadow, creek walks, meal-time singing and much more all await your child. Grades 

3-4. $250 

 

Middler Camp July 12 -18, 2015  l Director: Laura Kirby  
Middler Camp takes the campers "up on the hilló for their first chance to stay in the Pioneer Area's 

hogans. This locale assists campers in building strong relationships with each other that will last  

through the years. While offering crafts, music, hikes, and many other activities, Middler provides  

these children the chance to "join the discussion" for the first time as more of the adult they are  

becoming. Grades 5-8. $250 

    

 Jr./ Sr. High Camp July 5 -12, 2015  l Director: David Kirby  
Continuing with an expanded week and relocating to the Pioneer Area, campers are provided with  

the opportunity to interact with others to discuss and search out their spiritual questions and to  

experience the love and acceptance they do not al-ways find outside of camp. A variety of activities  

are being planned including crafts, archery, team-building and Bible Study. Grades 7-12.  $250 
    

Sports Camp July 19 -25, 2015  l Director: TBD   
Sports camp provides a Christian experience for all with a balance of sports and Bible Study. The  

campers spend the week learning the basics of a number of sports including soccer, softball,  

volleyball, flag football and basketball. Come and join in on one of the biggest camps of the sea-

son!  Grades 3-12. $250 

 

ReCreation Camp July 5 -11, 2015  l Director: Donna Carroll   
This camp focuses on the needs of Mentally Handicapped Adults. We believe that everyone should  

have a chance to experience God in an outdoor set-ting. Recreation staff is comprised of highly 

trained individuals ready to assist special needs adults in experiencing Bible studies, crafts, music 

and other activities in association with other camper groups. Limit one camp per camper (to pro-

vide opportunity for all)  $250   

 

Teen Rec Camp July 5 -11, 2015  l Director: Chelsea Neatrour   
Special Needs Children.  Grades 7-12  $250    

 

Outdoor Adventure Camp  
July 19-25, 2015   
Director: Ryan Lucas   
Grades 9-12  $250    

 

Trinity Youth Conference  
July 26-August 1, 2015  
Grades 9-College Seniors  $335 

In Memoriam 

This issue of our Hilltop Echoes 

remembers three Congregation 

members who have gone on to 

eternal life. 

Grace Blank Amour Long 

(August 21, 1924ðJanuary 16, 2015) 

Sara ñSallieò Bradley  

(March 10, 1941ðMay 1, 2015) 

Helen Earl Maynard  

(March 31, 1935ðMay 10, 2015) 

     We pray for the families of 

these loved ones, and also the 

family of Peter A. Mattei, who 

entered eternal life on February 

6, 2015. Richard Willis Martin, 

who began his new eternal life 

on March 21, 2015, was joined 

by his wife June Genevee Moore 

Martin on April 1, 2015; please 

remember the Martin family in 

your prayers. 

[Jesus said] ñLet not your 

hearts be troubled.  Believe in 

God, believe also in me.  In my 

fatherôs house are many rooms 

é and I go to prepare a place 

for you.  And when I go I will 

take you to myselfò . 



Thanks . . . to our  faithful givers.  Remember that over the summer, 

while you might go on vacation, the church continues its work.  Consider 

making your weekly or monthly donation before you go away or send your 

gifts to the church office at 2003 Denmark Manor Rd., Export, PA 15632. 

The Deacons and Consistory thank you. 

ñThat they may all be one.ò  

The United Church of Christ  

is called to be a uniting and 

united church. Our Motto, 

ñThat they may all be oneò 

represents our beliefs: in es-

sentials, Unity; in nonessen-

tials, diversity; in all things, 

charity. 

Please remember in your 

prayers: 
¶ Dave Cunningham 

¶ Lee Ridinger, Millie Kane, Ethel 

Hill, Shirley Weber, and Sheila 

Sharatz  at home. 

¶ Virginia Driscoll at Golden Heights 

Personal Care Home 
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PENNY JAR MISSION SUPPORT 
    

The Penny Jar is in the back to collect your pennies for 

Malek Saiid, a Palestinian child whom we support through 

Global Missions of the United Church of Christ.  Please con-

tinue bringing in your pennies so that we can help him get a 

wonderful education at his school, Rawdat El Zuhur School, 

in East Jerusalem.  If you want to see more about the school, 

they appear on U-Tube.  Just GOOGLE Rawdat El Zuhur. 

Tala Amro, whom we supported for some time, has gradu-

ated. Ghazal Maswadeh, whom we supported after Tala, has moved, and 

we have been assigned a young Palestinian boy. Malek is five years old. He 

has two sisters, and is named for his father, Mohammad; his motherôs name 

is Muna.  

 The family lives in Jabal Al-Mukabber near Jerusalem in a two-

bedroom rented house. His father is a driver, and his mother is a housewife.  

 
Photo use information: Denmark Manor United Church of Christ will be 

using candid pictures taken at any of our events in our publications, including 

but not limited to the Denmark Manor Website, brochures and newsletters. 

Names or any other personal information WILL NOT accompany any photo-

graphs. If you do NOT want your photos used in our Church publications, 

please notify the church office in writing at either: Denmark Manor UCC, 

2003 Denmark Manor Road, Export, PA 15632 or dmucc@windstream.net . 

STARTING in JUNE! 
SUMMER SCHEDULE:  
WORSHIP is at 10:00AM  

ON JUNE 7,  OUR WORSHIP TIME  

CHANGES TO 10:00AM - Sunday  

School is concluded for the year, but there will be Vacation  

Bible School for our youth and children in August, at the same 

time as the Worship Service.  

WE RETURN TO THE 11:00AM WORSHIP TIME THE 

FIRST SUNDAY OF SEPTEMBER. 

Pastor Meredith will be on vacation 

visiting family and friends from 

June 23-30 and on silent retreat in 

Charleston, WV from  July 6-19.   

 

Rev. Bobbi Hineline will be preach-

ing on June 28 Academy Student 

Shirley Musick on July 12 and Rev. 

Bob McKie on July 19 while Mere-

dith is away.  

 

Rev. McKie will be covering for 

emergencies.  His phone number is 

724-834-8534 and his email is: 

cnemckie@gmail.com. 

mailto:dmucc@windstream.net
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