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From the Pastor’s Pen . . .   
Luke 2: 13-14 

     And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the 

highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he fa-

vors!”  

     We know the story so well…almost too well….so that we for-

get the impact of the proclamation when the angels sang, “Glory 

to God…and on earth peace.”  But it’s not just any peace, it is 

peace among those whom he favors.  And who did God favor in 

this instance?  It was the shepherds, in their place of labor, out in 

the fields.  Now, our place of labor is often the last place where 

we expect to encounter the voices of angels, but according to the 

Gospel of Luke, this is where the arrival of the Christ child was 

first declared.  Perhaps this says something to us, that we can  

hear the heavenly host wherever or whenever God chooses. 

     Those shepherds-they were just going about their business,  

doing what they did every night-tending the sheep.  Shepherds 

where among the humblest of laborers in Biblical times.  The 

Gospel of Luke’s theme throughout, if you’ve been paying atten-

tion to my sermons over the last months, is humility.  Even 

though these may have been the shepherds looking over the  

sheep who eventually would have been sacrificed at the Temple, 

still, they were the lowliest of the low.  In fact, shepherds were   

so suspect that some evidence shows that they weren’t even al-

lowed to testify in court. 

     That being said, while the shepherds were a people without     

a voice, God spoke first to them to tell the Good News.  What a 

contrast: the highest of the high in the angels, and the lowest of 

the low in the shepherds. (continued inside) 
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There will be a very im-

portant Congregational 

Meeting on Sunday, De-

cember 4 immediately 

following our Worship 

Service. This Meeting is for Election of Offic-

ers and to discuss and vote on our 2015 Budg-

et. Please check your Church mailbox and look 

at the budget presentation before the meeting! 

We hope that the entire congregation will     

attend! 

 

Christmas Eve 
Worship  
Begins at 
7:30PM on  
December 24 
The evening of      

December 24, Christmas Eve, offers  a very 

special Worship Service of Lessons, Light 

Music and Communion and the beautiful 

voices of our Choir. Celebrate the bir th of 

the Christ child so that you can take the joy of 

Christmas with you for the New Year. Come 

and rejoice with us! 
      

PLEASE HELP TO REPLENISH 
OUR HELP FUND - 
which is the fund that the Church keeps to help 

people locally when we hear of a need that can-

not be met in either way.  Annually, on Christ-

mas Eve we publish a CHRISTMAS CARD 

which is inserted in the bulletin with the names 

of donors to the Help Fund.  This is a wonder-

ful way to wish a Christmas Blessing to those 

in the congregation without sending out a 

whole lot of cards.  Envelopes for the Help 

Fund are included here in the Hilltop Echoes 

and in bulletins.  

  

From the Pastor’s Pen . . .   
(continued from cover page) 

What does this have to say to us?  
 
 First it says that no matter what our state of 

condition we are important to God and God 
wants to be made known to us.  

 
 Second, it says that we are a part of the 

peace process.  Peace on earth…. 
 
 And it’s not just any peace, it’s the peace 

among those whom he favors.  So, it is that 
when we sing the familiar Christmas carols, 
“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” and “Hark 
the Herald Angels Sing”, we might remem-
ber that like those shepherds, we are favored 
as beloved children of God.  This doesn’t 
mean that we are better than anyone else.  
Rather, it calls us to identify with those who 
are of humble circumstances. 

 
If you’ve had enough of the holidays already, 
remember the angels and the shepherds and the 
startling news that the Christ child was born. 
Then interrupt someone’s day with a word or 
action that speaks “peace on earth” so that oth-
ers might hear the wondrous song of the angels 
and know that they too are favored by God. 

 
Come and meet a Christmas shep-
herd at our Sunday morning, 
Christmas Day service at 10:00AM. 
 
And hear the Angel Chorus at our 
Christmas Eve service of Carols, 
Candles and Communion at 
7:30PM on Saturday night. 

 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Meredith Hutchison 



 

 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 

2017 Offering Envelopes are 

available in the rear of the 

Sanctuary beginning Decem-

ber 18. Please continue to use 

your 2016 envelopes through 

the end of this year. If you do 

not have envelopes and would 

like a set, please let the office 

know at 724-744-4218. Thank 

you for your generosity which 

welcomes God’s presence 

among us. 
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We have several people in our 
Congregation who attend reg-
ularly but are not members. If 
you would like to become a 
member, please see Pastor 

DECEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Your Invitation to Christmas at Denmark Manor 

United Church of Christ 
Join us for Worship this Advent Season! 

 
December 4 
Communion 
Lighting of Second Advent Candle- “Peace” 
Scripture: Matthew 3:1-12 
Sermon: “Remember Your Baptism” 
  
December 11 
Lighting of the Third Advent Candle- “Love” 
Scripture: Matthew 11:2-11 
Sermon: “Prophecies Fulfilled” 
 
December 18 
Lighting of the Fourth Advent Candle- “Joy” 
Scripture: Matthew 1:18-25 
Sermon: “God Is with Us” 
 
December 24 
Christmas Eve-7:30PM 
(Saturday) 
Service of Carols, Candles and  
Communion 
 
December 25 
Christmas Day (Sunday) 

 

NO Sunday School 
Scripture: (Luke 2:1-14) 
Sermon: “A Shepherdess Remembers” 

Worship Service Time  -  10:00AM 

Annual Reports Due 
No Later Than  
January 8 

Annual reports from chairper-

sons are due in the office no 

later than January 8. If possi-

ble, we would appreciate it if 

you would e-mail them or give 

us an electronic version. 

Thanks to everyone who was 

able to do this in 2015-16. We 

are also able to scan what you 

submit.  Thanks to our  

leaders for 12 months of 

hard work! 

Saturday Morning  
Bible Study  
We meet at the Murrysville 
Panera at 9:00AM. We can al-
ways find a way to squeeze in 
a new member and no previ-
ous Biblical knowledge is re-
quired. Check your Calendar 
and Bulletin for scheduling.  
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St. Paul’s Continuing 
Care Community 
St. Paul’s has been a special 

benevolence of our Congrega-

tion for many years, and we 

have become a “Builder’s 

Club Church”.  St. Paul's, his-

torically related to the United 

Church of Christ, has been serv-

ing the needs of residents of 

western Pennsylvania and the 

surrounding states for 140 years. 

Originally created in 1867 in 

Butler, Pennsylvania, to provide 

care for orphans of the Civil 

War, St. Paul's moved to Green-

ville nearly a century ago.  

     Identifying the need for an 

independent living community 

for seniors, St. Paul's initiated 

Estate Cottages in Cottage Colo-

ny in 1973. The community 

grew to 58 cottages and 17 

apartments. To serve seniors 

who needed more personal care, 

yet who continued to seek a lev-

el of independence, The Ridge-

wood assisted living facility, 

The Ridgewood at Shenango 

Valley, was built in Hermitage in 

1998. This facility is a coopera-

tive venture between St. Paul's 

and UPMC Horizon Hospital. 

The Ridgewood at Shenango 

Valley, was built in Hermitage in 

1998.              continued on next page > 

to Elaine DiFranco for decorat-

ing the Church for Harvest, and 

for help with the Christmas Poin-

settias. 

To the 2016 Consistory for their  continued wise leader -

ship of the church.  Members are: President Don McIlvaine, 

Past Vice President Evelyn Valesky and Interim Vice Presi-

dent Dan Walk, Elder Robin Brautigam, Trustees Allen Mat-

teri, Mike DiFranco and Barry Kistler, and Deacons Trude 

Hayes, Dave Conner, Maureen Dumbaugh, and Bonnie 

Malovitz. Our Financial Secretary Joni Mattei reports month-

ly on our Budget for Consistory.  Pastor Meredith also sits 

on Consistory as an ex officio member.    

eGiving 

To make your stewardship easier, you may want to consid-

er on-line giving.  

 Our church now offers electronic giving or e-giving, 

either through bank transfer of funds, or through your cred-

it card. It is now available through our web site, den-

markmanorchurch.org .  

 If you wish to sign up (anytime), just call the office 

for a registration form, (724-744-4218), and return it to the 

church at any time in the envelope provided. 

 You do NOT have to give electronically.  We still 

accept cash and checks!  We are offer ing electronic giv-

ing for the convenience of our members who pay many of 

their bills though automatic withdrawal or by credit card.  

Forms are in the back if you wish to participate in our elec-

tronic giving program.  Your private information will be 

kept confidential and will not be shared. 

 If you become an e-giver and still want to put 

something in the offering plate, there are cards in the 

pews that you may use, that say, ‘Part of my worship is 

giving back to God-with joy and gratitude-from all that I 

have received.  I have already given for this period, so to-

day I celebrate this commitment, using this card as a re-

minder of my act of giving.’     
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Pastor’s Report to Consistory 
November 7, 2016 

October was a full month, particularly the beginning of the month.  During this time, I was cover-
ing for the Rev. Joseph Hedden, Pastor of Hill’s church while he was in Germany.  I had two fu-
nerals and another death from his congregation.  On October 10, Annie Branthoover passed away, 
with her funeral on October 14.  I am, as always, thankful to the women who come together to 
provide funeral luncheons for the saints of the church and especially to Lynn Zimmerman who or-
ganizes these. Because I was with Annie’s family when she passed away, I cancelled the Christian 
Education meeting that was scheduled for October 10, but we will meet on November 14.  In the 
meantime, a lot has been done behind the scenes.  Debbie Kistler is partnering with Myrt Driscoll 
for our Little Disciples Class.  John Driscoll is collecting the Sunday School money and counting 
it.  An account for the Sunday school has been set up at First Commonwealth Bank. What remains 
is for the Sunday School checkbook to be kept in the office, so that Rheba can write checks, with 
Robin Brautigam or Myrt Driscoll as signatories, unless John Driscoll is willing to write checks.  
So, we have just a few kinks to be worked out. 

On October 8, I taught my second class for the year at the Penn West Academy for Ministry. I 
teach this class four times a year-twice in the fall and twice in the spring.  It is something that I  
enjoy and feeds me intellectually.  My leadership in the Penn West Conference is one of the ways 
that Denmark Manor contributes to the benefit of the wider church.  Just as an invitation, the 
Academy is now offering the option of auditing of classes for a very nominal fee, so folk don’t 
have to be on the licensed ministry track to participate.  The course that I teach is UCC Covenant 
and Polity.  There are also courses in Church History, Old and New Testament, Worship and 
Preaching, and Theology. 

The funds for the grant that I wrote have come in along with the additional funds provided through 
the Conference, totally $1,500.  We were presented with the check at a worship service on Novem-
ber 1, along with other grant recipients.  I have had one conference call with Jan Nolting Carter, 
the clergy coach that I am working with and will be speaking with her again on November 16. 

I met with the Westmoreland Association Committee on Ministry for a periodic review.  These   
reviews are required of all clergy serving in our churches, and it was a very helpful and            
supportive session. 

I attended a meet and greet with the Penn-Trafford school district on October 28.  I also have at-
tended two meetings of the Penn-Trafford Ministerium. The Ministerium is currently planning its 
second annual Thanksgiving meal, welcoming first responders and others who wish to enjoy a 
Turkey Dinner.  I am in charge of publicity for this, and Rheba was very helpful in designing a  
flyer for this event.  The dinner is on November 22 at 6:00PM with a worship service to follow    
at 7:00PM.  There will also be a basket auction to benefit CROP.  The event will be at the          
Harrison Room, and the churches are invited along with others in the community. Those who      
do not want   to come to the dinner can just attend the worship service. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 

Meredith Hutchison 

CROP WALK 2016 

I am thrilled at the success of the CROP Walk this 

year, held October  2. The final figures will not be 

available until January 2017, but the preliminary report as 

of November is that we are at about $5,000. 
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We welcome you to our 
Worship.  

Denmark Manor is part of the 

United Church of Christ in which 

congregations make the decisions 

about the operation and faith 

stance of the Church. We believe 

in freedom of conscience, and do 

not tell others what doctrine they 

must accept. We affirm the work 

of the Trinity, the authority of the 

Bible and that God is still 

speaking in this world.  

 Worship is at 11:00AM every 

Sunday in December, with 

our beautiful comforting 

Christmas Eve Service at 

7:30PM on December 24. 

Christmas Day Worship is at 

10:00AM.  

 We return to our regular 

Worship time of 11:00AM on 

January 1, 2017. 

Worship continues each Sunday at 

11:00AM through the end of May. 

Denmark Manor United 

Church of Christ lights the 

Candle of Remembrance in 

honor of all our Military and 

First Responders, especially 

those in harm’s way, each Sun-

day. If you have a special Vet-

eran in your life and would like 

to light it in her 

or his honor, 

please notify the 

office at 724-

744-4218. 

  

SUNDAY WORSHIP: 
11:00AM 

We are going to launch a password protected 
On-line Pictorial Directory for  our 
Church and currently are collecting data.  
Eventually, we will be taking pictures (they 
will NOT be professional portraits), but for 
now, we need the following information: 

  Name (s)____________________________________________  

  Address_____________________________________________  

  ___________________________________________________  

  Home phone_____________________ 

  Work phone_____________________  

  Cell phone______________________  

  Preferred e-mail address 

____________________________________________________

_  

  I do not wish to be included in the directory but am providing my  
  information for the office use only. _______________  

please cut and leave in the office or offering plate 
 

We really need this information from every person in the congrega-
tion, whether or not you are a member, and whether or not you think 
that we already have this information.  Thank you so very much for your 
help. Rheba Salac, Administrative Assistant 
          
 (Note that the directory will be available as a hard copy if you don’t 
have internet access. There will be an app for your smart phone, and 
you will   be able to access it through the Denmark Manor web-site.  
Again, this  will be password protected and only available to the 
congregation.) 

Denmark Manor United Church of Christ Photo Policy 

 Denmark Manor United Church of Christ will be using can-

did pictures taken at any of our events in our publications, 

including but not limited to the Denmark Manor Website, 

brochures and newsletters.   

 Names or any other personal information will not accompany 

any photographs.   

 If you do not want your photos used in our church publica-

tions, please notify the church office in writing at either: 

Denmark Manor UCC, 2003 Denmark Manor Rd., Export, 

PA 15632 or DenmarkManorUCC@outlook.com. 

mailto:DenmarkManorUCC@outlook.com
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Salvation Army 
“Treasures  

for Children”  

We have 25 children to minister to 

through the Salvation Army. Tags for 

their Christmas wish lists are available 

on the Christmas Tree in the back of the 

sanctuary. Please sign the list on the 

back table when you take a tag. Gifts 

must be returned by December 4 (not 

Dec. 10 as it says on the tag). 

To help with Funeral Luncheons please 
call Lynn Zimmerman at 724-523-8909. 
Thanks to all throughout the year who 
have comforted others in this Ministry. 

Remembering Our Church 
Family . . .  
This issue of our Hilltop Echoes remembers Congrega-

tion members and friends who have gone on to eternal 

life. 

Craig E. Anderson (November 11, 1951—February 9, 2016) 

John Gilbert Duffy (October 28, 1935-March 30, 2016) 

Sheila Rebecca Brinker Sharatz 

(October 16, 1927—March 31, 2016) 

Robert Roy Saul (February 17, 1931—April 22, 2016) 

Leona Ridinger (June 14, 1924-July 9, 2016) 

Doris E. Galko (August 14, 1932—July 9, 2016) 

Thelma L. Simons (March 17, 1936—August 6, 2016) 

Joseph A. Florek (November 9, 1939—September 16, 2016) 

Annie Branthoover (May 28, 1922—October 10, 2016) 

Annie Branthoover—Penn Township 
Mom known for homemade delights, quilting skill 

By Jeff Himler 

 

Friends at Export’s Denmark Man-

or United Church of Christ will 

miss Annie Branthoover. They’ll 

also miss her coconut cream pies, 

pickled beets, raspberry jelly and  

quilts. 

Mrs. Branthoover  was known for the homemade 

dishes she donated for her church’s spring and fall din-

ners, and for her intricately pieced quilts displayed in 

shows at the church. 

“She helped with the bake-sale table tremendous-

ly, and she would always be one of our potato-

peelers,” said the church’s pastor, the Rev. Meredith 

Hutchison. “We’d spend three hours in the morning 

peeling a couple hundred pounds of potatoes.” 

Annie Branthoover of PennTownship died Mon-

day, October 10, 2016, in hospice care at William 

Penn Care Center, Jeannette. She was 94.  

A native of Claridge, Mrs. Branthoover was a 

hard worker whose skills included making fabric crafts 

and homemade soap, as well as making good use of 

the bounty of her large garden. 

“Even her mayonnaise was homemade,” said her 

daughter, Janice Migyanka. “It’s just the way she was 

brought up during the Depression. They were just used 

to making whatever they had. What food she couldn’t 

freeze or can, she gave away so it wouldn’t go to 

waste.” 

Mrs. Branthoover grew up working on her family 

farm and operated one with her husband, the late Al-

bert Branthoover, early in their marriage. 

Over the years, she operated a beauty salon in 

Trafford with her late sister, Grace, worked at the Mur-

ray House restaurant in Murrysville and took on the 

jobs cleaning homes, hemming clothes and babysit-

ting. 

Though failing eyesight ended her quilting pro-

jects a few years ago, she didn’t let other ailments such 

as arthritis interfere with her activities and drove a car 

until she was in her 90s. She continued to faithfully 

attend Sunday church services, took part in family trips  
     continued on page 9 



Our Child Sponsorship at Rawdat 
El-Zuhur School in Palestine 
 

Written in early 2013, 
 
Dear Friends at Denmark   
Manor Church School, 
  
Thank you for your support of 

Malek Mohammad Saiid. He 

will be 4 years old. He has two 

sisters, and is named for his 

father, Mohammad; his mother’s name is Muna. 

The family lives in Jabal Al-Mukabber near Je-

rusalem in a two-bedroom rented house. His fa-

ther is a driver, and his mother is a housewife. 

Malek’s health   is good and he will be graduat-

ing Nursery class. 

Again, thank you for your care and love, and   
for your support. God bless you all, 
 
  Mrs. Rana Qutob 
 
Time has passed. Malek is now 7 years old, 
and we are happy to contribute to his education. 
There is a large loose change jar in the back of 
the Sanctuary for this. 

  

Our 2016 Christmas Card from Malek . . .  
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St. Paul’s continued from page 8 

 

This facility is a cooperative venture between 

St. Paul's and UPMC Horizon Hospital. In 

2002, Cottage Colony began to expand through 

Woodland Cottages; single family homes. To 

date, 7 new 

cottages have 

been built with lots for 27 more to come over 

the next few years. In 2005. St. Paul's opened 

its state-of-the-art skilled nursing facility, The 

Villas.  

 

The Villas is home to 192 residents in a residen-

tial setting while meeting their nursing care 

needs. In July of 2006, renovations of the previ-

ously occupied health center were complete and 

The Heritage at St. Paul's opened offering aging

-in-place, independent and assisted living.   

 

Annie Branthoover continued from page 8 

and tended her garden until June, when she suffered 

a fall while watering her flowers, Migyanka said. 

She was the oldest member of her church, where 

she used to sing in the choir and was a life member 

of  the Women’s Fellowship group. 

Mrs. Branthoover’s survivors include daugh-

ters, Janice Migyanka of Latrobe and Doris Walk of 

Penn Township; a sister, Dorothy McIlvaine of 

Greensburg; four grandchildren and nine great 

grandchildren. 

(Friends will be received 2 to 4PM and 6 to 8PM Thursday at 

Lindsay-Jobe Funderal Home, 3343 Route 130, Harrison City. Fu-

neral services will be held at 11AM Friday at Denmark Manor Unit-

ed Church of Christ. Interment will follow in Woodlawn Cemetery.) 

Memorials may be made to Denmark Manor 

United Church of Christ, 2003 Denmark Manor 

Road, Export. PA 15632. 

Jeff Himler is a Tribune-Review staff  writer. Reach him at 724

-836-6622 or jhimler@tribweb.com. Credit: Trib Total Media. Re-

printed by permission. 

The Christmas Fund Offering will be received 
on January 1 and 8. 
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Our Church Historian, Sylvia Duncan, accepted the huge undertaking of writing our history over four years ago. For 
her, this has been a true labor of love, tedious and tiring, surprising and inspiring as the lives and dedication of the 
amazing members of our Congregation unfolded over many years. She received no profit for her work on the book. 

Christmas 
Gifting 
made easy! 
 
There are a limited 
number of our  
“History of Denmark 
Manor” books avail-
able for gifting. 
 
Call Sylvia Duncan 
at 724-744-7257, or 
the Church Office at 
724-744-4218. 
 
The book is $30. 
Once gone, there 
will be no reprints. 

Photographically rich, 
perfect-bound format 
2nd Edition with over 
200 years of colorful 
stories about Denmark 
Manor Church and its 
congregations’ ances-
tors as they moved into 
the valley, farmed, 
worshipped, and raised 
their families to make 
up the Church of today.  
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Coming in December . . . 11:00AM Worship 

Thursday, December 1      - Choir, 7PM 

Saturday, December 3 - Bible Study 9AM, Panera’s Murrysville 

Sunday,  December 4   -    Communion Sunday, 11AM 

Congregational Meeting for Budget and Election of Officers 

Monday, December 5   -   Consistory, 7PM 

Thursday, December 8      - Choir, 7PM 

Saturday, December 10- Bible Study 9AM, Panera’s Murrysville 

Sunday,  December 11   -    Worship 11AM 

Monday, December 12   - Christian Ed, 7PM 

Thursday, December 15      - Choir, 7PM 

Saturday, December 17- Bible Study 9AM, Panera’s Murrysville 

Sunday, December 18   -    Worship 11AM 

Thursday, December 22      - Choir, 7PM 

Saturday, December 24- NO Bible Study  

Christmas Eve Service  -  7:30PM 

Sunday, December 25    -   Worship 10AM 

Thursday, December 29      - Choir, 7PM 

Saturday, December 31 - Bible Study 9AM, Panera’s Murrysville 

New Year’s Eve 

Coming In January. . . Worship at 11:00AM 

Sunday, January 1   -    Communion Sunday, 11AM 

Pastor Meredith on vacation through January 7 

Monday, January 2   -   Consistory, 7PM 

Thursday, January 5      - Choir, 7PM 

Saturday, January 7 -  NO Bible Study  

Sunday,  January 8   -    Worship 11AM 

Annual Reports Due 

Christmas Fund Offering 

Monday, January 9 - Christian Education 7PM 

Thursday, January 12      - Choir, 7PM 

Saturday, January 14 - Bible Study 9AM, Panera’s Murrysville 

Sunday,  January 15   -    Worship 11AM 

Thursday, January 19 - Choir, 7PM 

Saturday, January 21  -  Bible Study 9AM, Panera’s Murrysville 

Sunday, January 22   -    Worship 11AM 

Saturday, January 28 -  Bible Study 9AM, Panera’s Murrysville 

Sunday, January 29   -    Worship 11AM 

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be scheduled for 

the end of January—watch your weekly Bulletin and our web-

site: denmarkmanorchurch.org 


