
 

 

Coming in January . . . 

Wednesday, January 1  New Year’s Day 

Thursday. January 2  Choir 7PM 

Saturday. January 4  Bible Study 9AM, Panera’s 

Sunday, January 5  Communion  

    Opening Sunday 

Monday, January 6  Consistory, 7PM 

Wednesday, January 8  Women’s Fellowship 7:30PM 

Thursday. January 9  Choir 7PM 

Saturday. January 11  NO Bible Study 

Sunday, January 12 Rev. Bobbie Hineline preaching 

Thursday. January 16  Choir 7PM 

Saturday. January 18  NO Bible Study 

Sunday, January 19 Rev. Bobbie Hineline preaching  

Annual Meeting of the Congregation after Worship 

Thursday. January 23  Choir 7PM 

Saturday. January 25  NO Bible Study 

Sunday, January 26 Rev. Bobbie Hineline preaching 

 Food Bank Collection 

Thursday. January 30  Choir 7PM 

Denmark Manor 

United Church of Christ 
2003 Denmark Manor Road 

Export, PA 15632 

724-744-4218 

eMail > DMUCC@windstream.net 

Online > DMUCC.com 
  

POSTMASTER: 

Return Service Requested 

BULK RATE 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

CLARIDGE, PA 

15623 

PERMIT #1 

OFFICE HOURS are Mon. and Thurs., 9AM - 3PM 
SUNDAY  SCHOOL Sundays (Sept. thru June) 9:45AM 
WORSHIP SERVICE Sundays (Sept. thru June) 11AM   
Sunday School Opens with Fellowship & Refreshments  
1st Sunday each Month, 10AM, September thru June 

Coming in December . . . 

Sunday, December 1               First Sunday of Advent 

    Communion Sunday 

Sunday School 9:45AM; children rehearse Christmas Pageant 

Thursday. December 5  Choir 7PM 

Saturday, December 7  Bible Study 9AM, Panera’s 

Sunday, December 8  Second Sunday of Advent 

Congregational Meeting for Elections & Budget 

Sunday School 9:45AM; children rehearse Christmas Pageant 

Monday, December 9  Christian Ed 7:30PM 

Wednesday, December 11  -  Consistory 7PM (NOTE CHANGE) 

Thursday. December 12  Choir 7PM 

Saturday, December 14  NO Bible Study  

   Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 9AM 

Sunday, December 15  Third Sunday of Advent 

Christmas Pageant: “Bethlehem Speaks” 

Thursday. December 19  Choir 7PM 

Saturday, December 21  Bible Study 9AM, Panera’s 

Sunday, December 22  Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Tuesday, December 24  Christmas Eve Service of  

    Lessons and Carols, 7:30PM 

Wednesday, December 25 Christmas Day 

Thursday. December 26  NO Choir  

Saturday, December 28  NO Bible Study 

Sunday, December 29   

St. Paul Continuing Care Homes Collection  -  We are a 

BUILDER’S CLUB CHURCH! 

Tuesday, December 31  New Year’s Eve 
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Denmark Manor  

United Church of Christ 

From the   

Pastor’s 

Pen . . .   
November is crunch 

time for pastors.  The 

congregation has an-

other month to get 

caught up in the Christmas crunch, but it is up to me to 

see that Advent, which begins December 1,  happens. On 

top of this it is also budget time, and though the main re-

sponsibility for this  falls on the shoulders of the Deacons 

and the Elders, my input from a faith perspective is im-

portant. In addition to this there is also the matter of the 

Christmas play.  While we have many helpers in pulling 

this off and I am grateful to the Christian Education Com-

mittee and  Sara Galko, who is the director, we have 

adapted the presentation  to some extent. So, the adaption 

fell on me-I guess by default, and because I didn’t say I 

wouldn’t do it.  It’s not that I mind these things, it’s just 

that they all come at once, which I am sure happens in 

your life as well.  Things seem to come all at once.  In 

addition to this, the holidays are a tough time of the year 

for many of us who have lost dear ones or are struggling 

with illness, a disability, worry, anxiety, loneliness or de-

pression.  If this  time of the year brings a certain amount 

of sadness, you are not alone.  For the most part, for most 

adults,  the  “Holly, Jolly Christmas” is a myth. 

     So, with all of this on my mind yesterday, I was pray-

ing while driving. I probably should have been praying 

about my driving, but I wasn’t.  I complained out loud (it 

was just God and me in the car).  I whined, “What more 

do you want me to do?”  Sometimes, when we pray God 

answers us, and God did - not by sending Clarence the 

Angel as in “It’s a Wonderful Life”, but in that still small 

voice.  My answer was God asking me the same question 

that I had been asking God.  God asked me, “What more 

do you want me to do?”            (continued inside) 

We welcome you to 

our Worship.  

Denmark Manor is part of the 

United Church of Christ in 

which congregations make the 

decisions about the operation 

and faith stance of the Church. 

We believe in freedom of 

conscience, and do not tell 

others what doctrine they must 

accept. We affirm the work of 

the Trinity, the authority of the 

Bible and that God is still 

speaking in this world.  

      

 Worship is at 11:00AM 

every Sunday in December, 

with our beautiful 

comforting Christmas Eve 

Service at 7:30PM on 

Tuesday, December 24.  

Worship continues each 

Sunday at 11:00AM through 

the end of May 2014. 

Denmark Manor United 

Church of Christ lights the 

Candle of Remembrance in 

honor of all our Military and 

First Responders, especially 

those in harm’s way, each 

Sunday.  

 If you have some spe-

cial Veteran in your life and 

would like to light it in her or 

his honor, please notify the 

office at 724-744-4218. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: 
11:00AM 



 

 

There will be a very important  

Congregational Meeting on Sunday,  

December 8 immediately following our 

Worship Service. This Meeting is for  

Election of Officers and to discuss and vote 

on our 2014 Budget. Please check your 

Church mailbox and look at the budget 

presentation before the meeting! We hope 

that the entire congregation will attend! 

From the Pastor’s Pen:  continued from Front cover . . . 

 

You know, even pastors sometimes forget that in the end, it is all about God and God’s mercy 

and grace and not about us and our busy lives.  In the coming of God to this earth, God has 

done more.  God has reminded us that we are not alone, and all of the tasks that we  “have to 

do” are just that, tasks.  It is God’s work, not ours, God’s time not ours, God’s comfort, not our 

distress that is the final answer.  None of us has to feel happy this Christmas.  If we do, that’s 

great, but if we don’t it’s OK.  God understands and hears our cry and wipes our tears and re-

minds us that Jesus came into a world that was pretty miserable.  Jesus was born into an occu-

pied territory, there was poverty and disease and sadness and all of the misery that we know.  

Jesus birth didn’t solve it all.  Though we make more over Christmas than Easter, it is with 

Easter that we get a glimpse of the solution-God’s mighty power to overcome sin and death. 

If we get anything out of this season, it is not that we can “buy more Christmas” (a sign I saw 

at Wal-Mart yesterday).  Rather, it is God’s unconditional love and God’s willingness to do 

more for us.  It’s not one more thing on our to-do list, but on God’s as God promises to walk 

beside us as we deal with the stresses and strains of daily living.  The “more” that God does for 

us is the Emanuel, “God with us”, God coming to this earth to see what it is all about to be hu-

man and to struggle to take one  day, one hour one moment at a time. 

 

Blessings in the name of our Savior, Jesus the Christ, 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Meredith 
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Pastor’s Report to Consistory November 4, 2013 

 

During the month of October we finished our program for Stress and Pain Management, known as “Mindfulness” 

led by Bonnie Artman Fox.  Throughout the 5 week program we had about 10 participants.  Some people were able 

to attend every week, while others, due to schedule and other conflicts were only able to attend 3 or 4, but what we 

learned was helpful in dealing with almost every occasion in everyday life.  Since all of the participants were from 

the church I was most appreciative that Bonnie added Christian spirituality to the program. 

 We had two major events this month.  The first was the Ham Dinner on October 19, and I thank Steve 

Cherep, who chaired the dinner, Pat Kistler who handled ticket sales and Robin Brautigam who managed the dining 

room and also solicited pies.  Many other people labored long and hard for this to be a success including Dan and 

Doris Walk and Don and Debi McIlvaine. Our profit for the dinner was $3,130.53.  This fund-raiser is also a minis-

try to the community, providing a home-cooked meal at a very reasonable price to many people who rarely have 

such a meal.  We also reach out to our home-bound with the dinner and this year delivered 5 meals to these folk.  

This dinner is an all-church effort and we also have “friends” of the church, who are not members, help us with this 

ministry.  Everyone did a wonderful job and the Women’s Fellowship netted $550.50  on their bake sale. The next 

day, October 20, many people were glad to relax and eat a meal during Hoss’s Day at the Murrysville Hoss’s, with 

the church receiving 20% of the amount that people paid for their meal.  We received $140.64 from this fundraiser.  

Thanks to Pat Kistler for coordinating this. 

 Our second major event was the Halloween Party, also called the Fall Festival.  This was held the afternoon 

of October 27.  Doris Walk is amazing in her creativity and the time and effort that she put into planning it.  We also 

thank Myrt Driscoll and Barb Miller from the Christian Education Committee and I also noticed Dorothy Martin and 

others back working in the kitchen for the Pot-luck supper that followed the party. We received $177 in a special of-

fering so that we could host the residents of the Welcome Home Shelter in Greensburg (this is for women and fami-

lies who are homeless).  We rented a 12 passenger van to transport the folks and had about 11 signed up to attend.  I 

took costumes over for the children.  Due to the good news that 2 families had found permanent housing the very 

week of the party, no one from the shelter attended,  though the children did have costumes for their own Halloween 

celebrations.  However, because of the quick thinking of Doris and phone calls made by Nancy Venturella, we wel-

comed 2 additional guests from Cloverleaf Estates.  This meant that we had a total of 6 residents from Cloverleaf, of 

whom 4 came in the van.  I thank Glenn Galko for driving the van and for being so versatile and Bill Martin who 

rode along.  Sometimes we make plans for our lives and our church, while God has other plans.  However, we all 

had fun. 

 One of the best kept secrets of the church is our wonderful first Sunday of the  month “Opening”.  Led by 

Joni Mattei, we always have an inspirational time together.  This month we saw a video about where and how the 

various Church World Service kits that we have put together are used.  Over the summer,  many people donated 

items for school kits, but also in recent years have donated hygiene kits, baby kits and funded clean-up kits.  This is 

spearheaded by Joyfa Kelly. 

 Olive Frye passed into her heavenly home on October 24, coincidentally 10 minutes after I had visited her at 

her residence at Emeritus.  We celebrated her life in Christ on October 28.  The service was held in the church and 

was followed by a luncheon provided by the women of the church and our faithful funeral luncheon workers.  I am 

always grateful for this ministry that partners with the work that I do with families in their time of loss.  We can al-

ways use more people to help and also to donate food for these events.  Pat Kistler pulls it all together and is the con-

tact person. 

 One of the wonderful aspects of my work is that I have the opportunity to minister at the beginning as well as 

the ending of life here on earth. On Oct. 27 we celebrated the baptism of Silas Philip Evangeliste, son of Peter and 

Chelsey Evangeliste and brother of Ryker.  This ministry was particularly important since Peter, an Army Veteran 

will be deployed to Afghanistan in December. 

 We are in need of someone to direct the Christmas pageant.  We have chosen a pageant, but need someone to 

work with the kids in pulling it all together. 

 We regret that Mildred Hardenstine fell and broke her hip On Sunday Oct. 27 while coming in the front door 

of the church to attend worship.  This has been reported to our insurance. 

 I made about 12 home and hospital visits during this period.  I also met with Pastoral Relations Committee 

and we completed my annual review. 

      Respectfully submitted,  Meredith Hutchison 

 

 

Our Worship Schedule 
Sunday Worship begins at 11:00AM December 

2013 through May 2014 
     

Our Theme this year for lighting the Advent 

Wreath is “Fellowship”. A variety of fellowship 

groups will participate. 
    

December 1 

First Sunday of Advent 

Communion 

Lighting of the First Advent Candle 
Mixed and Rainbow Sunday School Classes 

Scriptures: Psalm 38, Revelation  3:14-22 

Sermon: “ Active Waiting” 
      

December 8 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Lighting of the Second Advent Candle 
Women’s Fellowship 
Scripture:  Luke 1:5-20, 57-66 

Sermon: “The Talk of the Town” 
      

December 15 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Lighting of the Third Advent Candle 
Teens and Tweens 
Christmas Pageant 
      

December 22 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Christmas Fund/ Veterans of the Cross Special Offering 

Lighting of the Fourth Advent Candle 
Saturday Morning Bible Study Group 
Scripture: 23:13-26 

Sermon: “It’s What’s On the Inside That Counts” 
     

December 24 

Christmas Eve at 7:30PM 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 
The Choir 
Communion 

Service of Lessons and Carols  
      

December 29 

First Sunday after Christmas 

Scripture:  I Timothy 3:1-13 

Sermon: “The Mystery of the Faith” 

Luke 2:41-52 
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Call to the Annual Meeting of the  

Congregation on January 19 

Our Denmark Manor United Church of Christ 

Annual Meeting takes place on Sunday, Janu-

ary 19, right after Worship. The Annual Report 

is presented for all members, and everyone is 

encouraged to attend. 

Our CHRISTMAS  

PAGEANT is December 15  
       

     Advent is coming, and our CHRISTMAS 

PAGEANT is December 15.  Don’t miss 

“Bethlehem Speaks”, six stories brought to you 

by the children and youth and some creative 

adults in our congregation.  The play will be held 

December 15 during worship with a rehearsal on 

Dec. 14 at 9:00AM.  Our littlest people don’t 

need to come on Dec. 14 until 10:30 AM. There 

will be a pizza party after rehearsal. 

     On Dec. 15th following the pageant we will 

have another party for everyone with a feast of 

finger foods.  If you can bring something, please 

sign the sheet on the bulletin board in the educa-

tion wing. 

      If anyone has any animal costumes  for 

children, please consider loaning or donating 

them for the Christmas Pageant! See Barb 

Green Miller, Myrt Driscoll or Doris Walk. 

Thanks to Sara Galko, this year’s Director. 
      

      

Annual Reports Due No Later 

Than January 6 
Annual reports from chairpersons are due in the 

office no later than January 6. If possible, we 

would appreciate it if you would e-mail them or 

give us an electronic version. Thanks to every-

one who was able to do this in 2012. We are 

also able to scan what you submit.  Thanks to 

our leaders for 12 months of hard work! 
      

PLEASE HELP TO REPLENISH 

OUR HELP FUND - 
which is the fund that the church keeps to help 

people locally when we hear of a need that can-

not be met in either way.  Annually, on Christ-

mas Eve we publish a CHRISTMAS CARD 

which is inserted in the bulletin with the names 

of donors to the Help Fund.  This is a wonder-

ful way to wish a Christmas Blessing to those 

in the congregation without sending out a 

whole lot of cards.  Envelopes for the Help 

Fund will be included in the bulletin.  
      

 JOINT  

 YOUTH   

 GROUP 
  

  On November 3,  

   we met with    

 First United Church of Christ (Harrison City) 

to begin plans for a Joint Youth Group. Parents 

of children and youth are encouraged to attend 

meetings  -   watch your Bulletin for continued 

updates and scheduling.  Pastor Meredith and 

Pastor John Titus of First UCC encourage you 

to contact them with ideas, needs and concerns. 

Our first get-together will be Sunday, 

January 12 at 6:00PM with a Pizza 

Party at Denmark Manor UCC. 
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Help the UCC respond in the Philippines. 

The United Church of Christ has issued an appeal for $250,000 for 

Typhoon Haiyan response. The typhoon has killed as many as 10,000 

people in the Philippines, with devastation being described as "absolute 

bedlam" (BBC). Hardest hit is the central Philippine city of Tacloban,  

with hundreds of thousands of people displaced. According to Ric 

Jontarciego, UCC Philippines Disaster Coordinator, the damage to 

communications, airports and roads is hampering relief efforts. 

 Initial response activities include material resource provisions, 

emergency shelter items, drinking water and cash for work programs. 

Please Give What You Can. You can give on-line at http://act.ucc.org/ 

or include a donation with your offering; be sure to designate how 

much is designated toward helping the Philippines. The Penn West 

Conference has a Global Mission Partnership with the Northwest Lu-

zon area of the Philippines. We have not heard how the Typhoon has 

affected them.    

 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
2014 Offering Envelopes are available in the rear of the 

Sanctuary beginning December 15. Please continue to use 

your 2013 envelopes through the end of this year. If you do 

not have envelopes and would like a set, please let the office 

know at 724-744-4218. Thank you for your generosity which 

welcomes God’s presence among us. 
      

Saturday Morning  

Bible Study with 

your favorite  

pick-me-up.   

We meet at the Murrysville Panera at 9:00AM. We can al-

ways find a way to squeeze in a new member and no previ-

ous Biblical knowledge is required. Check your Newsletter 

and Bulletin for scheduling. We will take a hiatus from Janu-

ary 11 through January 25, and resume meeting February 1 

(weather permitting). 
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Remember the homebound: 
  Claudia McLarty, at home 

  Helen Maynard, Wm. Penn Care Ctr.   

  Marie Whiteman, Wm. Penn Care Ctr.   

  Millie Kane, at home 

  Virginia Driscoll, Westmrland. Mnr. 

  Sheila Sharatz, at home 

  Lee Ridinger, at home 

  Lysle Bash, ARK Twin Valley 

  Lillian Parson, Wm. Penn Care Ctr. 

  Glenn Frye, Autumn Ridge 

to Doris Galko and Marian 

Comfry for their help with 

the Christmas Poinsettias. 

 
                              
The 2013 Consistory for 

their continued wise leader-

ship of the church.   
     

Members are:  

President and Elder Dan 

Walk,  

Vice-President and Elder 

Scott Hartung, 

Elder 

Bob Berlin, 

Deacons 

Robin Brautigam, Trude 

Hayes, Rob Driscoll, and 

Joni Mattei, 

Trustees 

Steve Cherep, Glenn Galko,  

and John Duffy 
     

Pastor Meredith also sits 

on Consistory. 

  



 

 

Also Thanks  

to all who 

“adopted” a 

child for the 

Salvation Army 

Treasures for  

   Children.  

We distributed 30 Tags! 

CROP WALK 2013 
I am thrilled at the success of the 

CROP Walk this year, held Octo-

ber 6.  I estimate that we had 107 

walkers, with 7 churches repre-

sented, including three UCC 

Churches: Denmark Manor, First 

UCC in Harrison City and St. John’s, 

Larimer.   

     Terri Maldonado from our church 

had the most sponsors and raised the 

most in donations, over $600.  I am 

grateful to Dorothy Martin who is 

our treasurer.  This very important 

job takes much time and effort and 

when I asked Dorothy to do it again 

this year, after having done it for the 

first time last year, without hesita-

tion, she said “yes”.  

     This year we had Cub Scout Pack 

# 230 helping us and Rescue 6, who 

rode around on bicycles.  To date we 

have raised $7,248. Last year our 

total was $4,118. Amazing! 

      25% of the total will be divided 

between St. Barbara’s Food Bank 

and the Trafford Food Bank, 

amounting to $906 each.   

     The remainder goes towards the 

work of Church World Service, to 

fight poverty and disasters around 

the world. We won’t have a confir-

mation of our total until early in 

January, when Church World Ser-

vice tells us how much we’ve had in 

on-line donations.   

     The change in venue to Bushy 

Run Battlefield was a hit and I thank 

Rev. John Titus for making that hap-

pen.  John also mapped out the 

course going back into the commu-

nity. 

 Meredith Hutchison 

 Chairperson 

 2013 CROP Walk 
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Missed a 

Sunday? 

 

Know some-

one who can’t 

get out to 

Worship? 

 

Catch up with a 

DMUCC SERMONS & 

WORSHIP CD 

There are several on the rear table 

in the Sanctuary. Help yourself to 

one. You can borrow, copy and 

return or leave one with someone 

who cannot be at Worship. 

THANKS to all 

who contributed 

to St. Barbara’s 

Food Bank for 

our November  

  Mission Project. We had  

  more than 300 items. 

Our Child Sponsorship at Rawdat El-Zuhur 

School in Palestine 
 

18th September, 2013 

Dear Friends at Denmark Manor Church School, 

 

 On behalf of all the children and staff at Rawdat El-Zuhur, 

I would like to thank you heartily for you love and care to our 

children 

 I’m so sorry to inform you that Ghazal Maswadeh has left 

the school It is a little bit difficult for her to arrive at the school. 

Her parents changed their house. 

 Again, thank you for your care and love, and for your sup-

port 

 God bless you all, 

  Mrs. Rana Qutob 
 

We have been assigned a new child. His name is 

Malek Mohammad Saiid, and he is four years 

old. He has two sisters, and is named for his fa-

ther, Mohammad; his mother’s name is Muna. 

The family lives in Jabal Al-Mukabber near  

Jerusalem in a two-bedroom rented house. His father is a driver, 

and his mother is a housewife. Malek’s health is good and he will 

be in Nursery class. 

 

 

To Our Congregation members . . . 
Your thoughtfulness at this time means 
more than words can say.  Thank you 

for your kindness. 
The family of Olive M. Frye 
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To help with Funeral Luncheons please 

call Pat Kistler at 724-744-4229. 

Thanks to all throughout the year who 

have comforted others in this Ministry. 

We Said Goodbye to . . .  
Ed Brentzel, R. Glenn Peters,  

Olive Frye, Bill Greer,  and 

Dolores “Dee” Brinker, wife of our  

former Choir Director Paul. 

 We thank you Lord for gracing us with 

their presence in life, and for the hope and assur-

ance of life eternal. We know that their passing 

is not the period at the end of a sentence, but a 

comma  -  marking transition into a new and dif-

ferent form of life where they continue to love 

with you and in the hearts and minds of loved 

ones and friends.  

 Be with us that we may sense anew your 

peace that passes all understanding. Amen. 

Pastor Meredith’s Surgery 

From Pastor Meredith . . .  

Some of you will recall that about a year ago 

I had a total knee replacement on my right 

knee.  The knee surgery was successful in 

that that knee works perfectly and the x-rays 

look great.  The only problem is that I have 

never been out of pain since the surgery, pain 

far more severe than the osteoarthritis that 

instigated the surgery to begin with. 

   This year has been a difficult journey, 

consulting 4 different doctors, each of whom 

had 4 different opinions.  I have been through 

shots in the knee, a second round of Physical 

Therapy, wearing a hinged knee brace and 

taking strong pain medication.  In spite of 

this the pain persists.  I am back to square 

one, and so I am going to have yet another 

surgery on my right knee, to see if  the prob-

lem can be remedied.  My surgery will be 

January 9 and I will be out 4 Sundays, with 

the Rev. Bobbie Hineline filling in for me on 

these Sundays and also covering pastoral 

emergencies.  Her phone is: 724-850-9342.   

  I do expect to be able to work at home 

within a couple of weeks after the surgery.  

Bobbie will be preaching Jan. 5, 12,19 and 

Feb. 1.  I ask for  your prayers as well as the 

kind of care and compassion that you show to 

all who must deal with medical conditions.               

                                     

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=canned+food&qs=IM&form=QBIR&pq=canned&sc=8-6&sp=1&sk=
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THE CHRISTMAS FUND 
For the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund 

 

The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund is a special 

mission offering of the United Church of Christ that grants us an opportunity to 

recognize and honor those who have served and continue to serve in lay and authorized 

ministries of the United Church of Christ. 

One of the unique aspects of the Christmas Fund is that the funds provide direct 

financial assistance to individual UCC clergy and lay church employees – the funds do 

not support programs or institutions, but people. 

During 2012, you provided gifts totaling $1,465,437.55. Thank You! 

Our goal for the 2013 Offering is to raise $1,700,000 for the vital ministries of Pension 

Supplementation, Health Premium Supplementation, Emergency Grants, and Christmas 

“Thank You” Gift Checks. 

The theme of the 2013 Offering is We Have Come to Bear the Light of Christ. 

 

HOW THE FUNDS ARE USED 

 
The generous gifts of UCC congregations and individuals to the Christmas Fund enabled 
the Pension Boards’ Ministerial Assistance program to provide some form of assistance to 
impact the lives of approximately 900 persons during the past year. 

• CHRISTMAS THANK YOU CHECKS given to 500 retired UCC clergy/lay church 
employees. 
This special gift at Christmas time reminds these Veterans of the Cross that they have 
not been forgotten and that the Church is grateful for their service. Gifts totaled 
$200,000 in 2012. 

• MONTHLY PENSION SUPPLEMENTATION for 395 lower-income retired UCC 
clergy/lay employees. 
Our retired clergy/lay employees relied on this income supplementation for basic 
needs such as food, utilities, living and/or medical expenses. Since needs exceed the 
amount received through the Christmas Fund Offering, assistance was also supported 
by Our Church’s Wider Mission and legacy gifts to Ministerial Assistance. The 
amount of pension supplementation totaled $1,344,635 in 2012. 

• QUARTERLY HEALTH PREMIUM SUPPLEMENTATION for 228 lower-income retired 

UCC clergy/lay employees. 
These funds subsidized premiums for the UCC Medicare Supplement Health Plan 
with Rx so that individuals could afford and receive quality health care. Assistance 
totaled $554,208 in 2012. 

• EMERGENCY GRANTS for 45 active or retired UCC clergy/lay employees. 
Sometimes those who serve the Church need our help, and emergency funds are 
available to assist in covering costs that arise unexpectedly – for example, large 
medical expenses, or home damage resulting from natural disasters. Emergency 
assistance totaled $82,718 in 2012. 

 

The Pension Boards 
United Church of Christ, Inc. 

Partners in Ministry Since 1914 

 

 

About Renewing 

Our Congregation 
To Gather . . .  
as Followers of Christ 

To Grow . . .  
In Body and Spirit 

To Go . . .  
and share Christ’s love. 

     For several years a group of visionaries has been planning 

for the future of the church.  The theme for our Bicentennial 

Celebration in 2010 and 2011 was “remembering our past, en-

visioning our future”.  As we started to think about the future, 

we recalled that throughout the past there has been an anniver-

sary celebration every 25 years.  We began to wonder if there 

will be a next 25 years to celebrate. The group, including 

Robin Brautigam, Joyfa Kelly, Sylvia Duncan, Dave Conner, 

Bob Berlin and Pastor Meredith could not help noticing that 

many of our sister churches are dying away, and so we set 

about to take some action.  At first we called ourselves the 

Transformation and Renewal Team, but then decided that we 

needed a title simpler and more direct, and so we are now the 

ROC team, ROC being an acronym for Renew our Congrega-

tion.  We received special acceptance as an arm of the church 

by Consistory in the spring of 2012 and over the summer and 

into the fall set about our work with the Consistory on board. 

     With guidance from Dan Walk, whose professional skill set 

is in organizational culture and change, we developed a mis-

sion statement which was adopted by the Consistory. Our Mis-

sion is: “To Gather as followers of Christ, to Grow in body 

and spirit and to Go and share Christ’s love.”  Out of this mis-

sion we developed a vision that we believe, with some dedi-

cated work, can guide us into the future.  Our vision is: “In 10 

years, Denmark Manor will be a thriving congregation that 

changes lives.” 

     Currently our group is studying “Becoming a Blessed 

Church” by Graham Standish, Pastor of Calvin Presbyterian 

Church in Zelienople, PA. Would you like to join us in study-

ing this important book?  Contact Pastor Meredith for details. 
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We have several people in our 

Congregation who attend 

regularly but are not mem-

bers. If you would like to be-

come a member, please see 

Pastor Meredith.   

St. Paul Homes 
and the United Church of 
Christ 
      

     St. Paul Homes has been serv-
ing the needs of residents of west-
ern Pennsylvania for 136 years. 
Originally created in 1867 in Butler, 
Pennsylvania to provide care for 
orphans of the Civil War, St. Paul 
Homes moved to Greenville nearly 
a century ago. The mission of St. 
Paul Homes, formed and sustained 
by the Judeo-Christian faith and his-
torically related to the United 
Church of Christ, is to provide 
meaning, richness of life and health 
care services for those aging peo-
ple who seek our facility in their re-
tirement years.  
 
You can contribute to St. Paul 
Homes and their care of the eld-
erly on months having a 5th Sun-
day, December 29. 

Women’s Fellowship 
Meets on Wednesday,  

January 8, at 7:30PM in the  

Fellowship Hall. 

All are Welcome! 


