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Please remember to turn off your cell phones during the Worship 

Service. Thank you. 
      

Preparation Music 

(Please be seated and prepare yourself for worship) 

The Entrance of the Light 

Welcome 

Moments of Concerns and Announcements 
      

*Ringing of the Bell 
      

*Call to Worship In the Name of our Three in One God 

Pastor: Out of the commotion of our lives, our loving Creator has 

brought us together in this time and place. 

People: We rejoice in God’s presence with us this day, and we give 

thanks for the ways that God has delivered us time and time again 

from the dangers of life. 

Pastor: May God lead us now and always. 
      

*Hymn: #21 “God Reigns o’er All the Earth”  verses 1,2,4 (omit 

verse 3) 
      

*Call to Reconciliation  
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*Confession of Sin  

All: So often, God, we have failed to trust in your saving hand.  

We put our faith in ourselves instead of you and turn our backs 

on you even when you reach out to rescue us from ourselves.  

Forgive us, God.  Help us so that we might truly know that you 

are our redeemer who frees us from evil and raises us from death.  

Amen 
      

Silent Confession 
      

*Kyrie # 750 

All: Lord have mercy upon us. 

Christ have mercy upon us. 

Lord have mercy upon us. 
      

*Words of Assurance 

Pastor: This day, the Holy Spirit delivers us from all trouble and leads 

us into the life of God’s promise.  Let us receive this amazing gift of 

grace and mercy, knowing that it is God’s hand and not our own that 

has made it happen. 
      

*Act of Praise…………………………………..………… #760 

All: Amen we praise your name, O God! (Sing Amen) 

Amen we praise your name, O God! (Sing Amen) 

Amen, Amen!  Amen, Amen! 

Amen we praise your name, O God!  
      

*The Passing of the Peace 

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

Please share a greeting of Christian love with those sitting around you. 
      

Children's Time 

(Children in Kindergarten and younger may go to the nursery) 
      

Scripture Lesson: Acts 19:21-41  P.107 (New Testament) in pew 

Bible 

John 5: 25-29 

Readers: Pastor Meredith, Scott Hartung and Dave Conner 
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Sermon: “Comfort the Afflicted, Afflict the Comfortable” 
    

*Hymn: #292 “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” 
    

*Affirmation of Faith ……………………..………………#885 
    

Our Morning Prayers 

The Candle of Remembrance is lit in honor of  U.S. Army Sgt. Peter 

Evangeliste, serving in Afghanistan, and as a prayer for all military 

personnel and first responders, especially those in harm’s way. 
    

 Call to Prayer “Pray” 

Pray___, pray___, pray___ for peace within our world_____. 

Pray___, pray___, pray___ for peace within our souls______. 

Pray___, pray___, pray___  for love and unity____________; 

Quiet our busy hearts 

Pray___, pray___, pray___ . 

Pray___, pray___, pray___ 
    

Silent Prayer, Pastoral Prayer,  

Prayer of Our Savior  

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom,  

and the power and the glory forever. Amen 
    

Our Time of Sharing 

     Invitation to the Offering, The Sharing of Gifts 
    

Offering Music  

*Offertory Response “We Are Giving in the Light of God” (526) 

All: We are giving in the light of God, 

We are giving in the light of God (Repeat previous 2 lines) 

We are giving, giving, we are giving, Oo,  

We are giving in the light of God (Repeat previous 2 lines) 
    

Prayer of Dedication 
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*Hymn: #581 “Lead Us from Death to Life”   

 

*The Benediction 

 

*Benediction Response and Carrying the Light into the World 

 

*Postlude 

 

Did you know that today concludes our Christmas in 

July for our Help Fund?  To date we have received 

$613.00.  This offering goes to help people in our 

church and in our community who have needs that 

cannot be met in other ways.  A Christmas card with 

the names of  this month’s contributors is enclosed as a special 

greeting to you.  You can still contribute to the Help Fund.  Envelopes 

are on the back table. 

 

In conjunction with First United Church of Christ of Millvale we are 

collecting shoes. These will be distributed throughout 

the world.  All kinds of shoes, new and (clean) gently 

used are welcome.  This is a good time to go through 

your closet and see what you can donate. There are 

boxes in the back of the church to collect your shoes. 

 

Attendance for July 20:  65 

 

Offering for July 20:  $1,842.00 

 

This week:  

Saturday-Bible Study at Murrysville Panera 9:00AM 

 

Please spread the word:   

In search of: Church Choir Director, Denmark Manor 

UCC, Export, PA (Penn Township, Westmoreland 

County). Must be available Thursday nights and 

Sunday mornings September through May. For more 

information or to email résumé, send to: 

dmucc@windstream.net. Résumés due August 14. 
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From the Stillspeaking Devotional of the United Church of Christ 

 

You Kick and You Kick and You Kick and You Kick 

"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever." - Hebrews 

13:8  

 

Is God affected by our faithfulness? By our endless entreaties and 

steady thanksgiving? I have often hoped so. I want a relational God. 

And any good relationship changes both members of it.  

 

But there is a doctrine in Christianity that holds God is incapable of 

change. An orthodox insistence that God "cannot be acted upon from 

the outside nor change from within."  

 

Imagine a steel door. Fourteen inches thick, locked shut, absolutely 

impenetrable. You need to get through it, so you kick it and you kick 

it and you kick it and you kick it and you kick it. And the door doesn't 

change a bit. So you kick it again and you kick it and you kick it and 

eventually, exhausted, you limp away. Despite all your effort the door 

hasn't changed a bit, but you have. You walk with a limp.  

 

Does that image accurately describe our relationship with God? It 

does. And it most definitely does not. For God is not a steel door. God 

is love. Enduring love. Immeasurable love. But more than that. 

Unrelenting love, unwavering love. Unyielding love. This is where the 

orthodox picture of God becomes compelling. For God is love and 

who wants that to change?  

 

In Michael Ward's nice phrase: "It isn't that God is loving despite 

being unchangeable." Rather, God cannot change because God is love. 

God is love. No matter what. Always and forever. And if you throw 

yourself against unrelenting love time and again, over and over and 

over your whole life long? It won't change. But you will.  

 

Prayer  . . . Dear God, thank you for bending us with your unyielding 

love. 
 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR  . . .  Matt Fitzgerald is the Senior Pastor of St. Pauls United Church 

of  Christ, Chicago, IL.  

 

Page 5 

From your Church Family  
at Denmark Manor UCC 

 

 

Christmas in July 
 

 

Wade Anderson 

Anonymous 

Annie Branthoover 

Gloria Brautigam 

Dave Conner 

Virginia Creese 

Eleanor Darragh 

Mike & Elaine DiFranco 

Sylvia Duncan 

John & Hazel Duffy 

Maureen Dumbaugh 

Gerry Hartung 

Fred & Trude Hayes 

 

 

 

Meredith & Bill Hutchison 

Joyfa Kelly 

Barry & Debbie Kistler 

Art & Pat Long 

Bonnie Malovitz 

Bill & Dorothy Martin 

Allen & Joni Mattei 

Elma McKee 

Erich & Rheba Salac 

Marcia, Logan & 

  Chase Simons 

Lynn & Jay Zimmerman 

Wise Men and Women Still Seek Him 
 


