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Please remember to turn off your cell phones during the Worship 

Service. Thank you. 
      

Preparation Music 

(Please be seated and prepare yourself for worship) 

The Entrance of the Light 

Welcome 

Moments of Concerns and Announcements 
      

*Ringing of the Bell (Please stand) 
      

Gathering Music-Please remain standing and join the choir in singing: 

All: Here comes the light, here comes the light. 

Goodbye to darkness, goodbye to night. 

In the Eastern sky the stars are shining bright,  

Oh, glory hallelujah children, here comes the light. (repeat) 
      

The Lighting of the Advent Candle (Please be Seated) 
      

Choral Response: “He Shall Come” 
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Call to Reconciliation (Remain seated) 

Pastor: Joy breaks through when we are unencumbered and free. God 

desires our joy. In this time we lay aside our transgressions and seek 

the healing joy of God’s forgiving grace. Open your heart to God in 

prayer. 

  

Confession of Sin 

All: Too often we pride ourselves on our self-importance, our 

individual worth. We credit ourselves with our successes and 

blame our shortcomings on others. O God, you love us in spite of 

ourselves.  You made a covenant with the faithful; you have never 

turned away from your promise. Forgive us our selfish ways and 

make us sorry for our sins. Anoint us with your Holy Spirit. 

Through Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen 

 

Silent Confession 

 

*Kyrie # 750 (Please stand) 

All: Lord have mercy upon us. 

Christ have mercy upon us. 

Lord have mercy upon us. 

  

*Words of Assurance 

Pastor: God knows our weakness and our strengths. God loves us as 

we are, knowing we are yet works in progress. God keeps all 

covenants; God keeps us.  Receive the anointing love of God’s grace. 

You are forgiven! Rejoice! 

 

*Act of Praise…………………………………..………… #760 

All: Amen we praise your name, O God! (Sing Amen) 

Amen we praise your name, O God! (Sing Amen) 

Amen, Amen!  Amen, Amen! 

Amen we praise your name, O God!  

      

*The Passing of the Peace 

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

Please share a greeting of Christian love with those sitting around you. 
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*Hymn: #104 “We Hail You God’s Anointed” 

 

Children's Time: “The Baby Jesus Came Back” 

(Children in Kindergarten and younger may go to the nursery) 

 

Recognition of Graduates 

 

Scripture Lesson: Luke 1:26-38 

 

Sermon: “The Favored One?” 

 

*Hymn: #106 “My Heart Sings Out With Joyful Praise” 

 

Our Morning Prayers 

The Candle of Remembrance is lit in honor of all military personnel 

who are overseas, and as a prayer for all serving and first responders, 

especially those in harm’s way. 

 

 Call to Prayer “Pray” 

Pray___, pray___, pray___ for peace within our world_____. 

Pray___, pray___, pray___ for peace within our souls______. 

Pray___, pray___, pray___  for love and unity____________; 

Quiet our busy hearts 

Pray___, pray___, pray___ . 

Pray___, pray___, pray___ 

 

Silent Prayer, Pastoral Prayer,  

Prayer of Our Savior (sung) 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom,  

and the power and the glory forever. Amen 
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Our Time of Sharing 

     Invitation to the Offering 

Pastor: God sent Jesus that we may not perish but have eternal life. As 

we bring forth our tithes, our offerings and our gifts, we testify to the 

Light of the World that glows within this congregation and spreads 

beyond its doors. Come give with the joy made real in Christ.   

 

The Sharing of Gifts and Offering Music  

 

*Offertory Response “We Are Giving in the Light of God” (526) 

All: We are giving in the light of God, 

We are giving in the light of God (Repeat previous 2 lines) 

We are giving, giving, we are giving, Oo,  

We are giving in the light of God (Repeat previous 2 lines) 

 

*Prayer of Dedication 

All: God’s steadfast love is established forever – like the moon, an 

enduring witness in the skies. God’s faithfulness is as firm as the 

heavens – like stars that never grow dim. May God bless this 

offering that Christ’s light will shine throughout the ages. Amen. 

 

*Hymn: “God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen” 

1. God rest you merry gentlemen, 

Let nothing you dismay 

Remember Christ our Savior 

Was born on Christmas Day, 

To save us all from Satan's power 

When we were gone astray 

 

(Refrain): O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy 

O tidings of comfort and joy. 

 

2. From God, our heavenly Father, 

A blessed angel came; 

And unto certain shepherds,  

Brought tidings of the same; 

How that in Bethlehem was born 

The Son of God by name. 

(Refrain)    (continued next page) 

 



3. “Fear not, then,” said the angel, 

Let nothing you affright; 

This day is born a Savior,  

Of a pure virgin bright, 

To free all those who trust in him 

From Satan's power and might. 

(Refrain) 

 

*The Benediction 

 

*Benediction Response and Carrying the Light into the World 

 

*Postlude 

 

Congratulations to Bradlee Cherep as he graduates from Duquesne 

University with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Digital Media Arts and 

Computer Science.  

 

Our Christmas Eve service of  

Carols, Candles and Communion  

is at 7:30PM. 

 

Did you know that thanks to your generosity in 2014 our Help 

Fund has made gifts totaling $1,832.95? This Fund helps people in 

our congregation and our local community when other resources are 

not available. By giving to this fund, your name will be listed on a 

Christmas Card that will be inserted in the Christmas Eve bulletin.  

You may also make a gift anonymously. Envelopes are provided in 

today’s bulletin for your donation. 

 

Thanks to our children, youth and adults for last week’s wonderful 

Christmas pageant.  Also thanks to Barb Green Miller for all of the 

work that she did and R.J. Miller who directed the play.  We also 

thank all who provided food for the feast that followed the worship 

service and those who helped in the kitchen. 

This week: 

Monday-Office Hours-9:00AM-3:00PM 

Wednesday-Christmas Eve Worship 7:30PM 

Thursday-Christmas Day, Office Closed 

                                          No Choir Rehearsal 

Friday-Office Hours 9:00AM-3:00PM 

Saturday-Bible Study at Murrysville Panera  9:00AM 

 

ANNUAL REPORTS ARE DUE IN THE OFFICE JANUARY 4. 

 

Looking Ahead- The Annual meeting of the Congregation is January 

25, immediately following worship. 

 

Attendance for December 14:  85 

 

Offering for December 14:  $1,930.00 

 

The Christmas Fund Offering (Veterans of the Cross and 

Emergency Fund) will be accepted on December 28 and January 6. 

The gifts provided by UCC Congregations enable the Pension Boards’ 

Ministerial Assistance program to provide assistance for hundreds of 

lower-income retired clergy/lay employees. In 2013, pension 

supplementation totaled $1,342,000 and quarterly health premium 

supplementation helped 239 retired employees. Christmas “Thank 

You” checks went to 543 retired UCC clergy/church employees. 

Emergency Grants were given to 65 active or retired UCC clergy/lay 

employees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“God is still speaking . . . ” 


